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•JUST TO MAKE EVERYONE FEEL 
•     A LITTLE BETTER TODAY …

•I’M RETIRING in 21 days!





 INTRODUCTION 
     and         
  BACKGROUND









The operation of the Central 
Valley project decreases San 
Joaquin River flows, adds 
concentrated salts to the 
River and causes reverse 
flows in Delta channels which 
created null zones where salts 
concentrate.



SALTS





Chip Salmon:   Salt damage to grapes, beans and walnuts; decreased 
production;

Rudy Mussi:     Salt problems require additional expenditures to 
partially mitigate;

Richard Marchini:   Salt damages to walnuts causing decreased crop 
yields;

Jack Alvarez:    Salt in applied water causes decreased crop yields in 
cannery tomatoes and lima beans;

Mark Bacchetti:    Salt damages to plants/crops and increased soil 
salinity;



In 2005 the water quality objectives for agricultural beneficial uses in the southern 
Delta became fully implemented.  Since that time there have been thousands of 
daily violations.

The State Water Resources Control Board’s response?  It conducted two Cease and 
Desist hearings, each of which required the USBR and DWR to “Obviate future 
threats” to the objectives and set a deadline for the projects to produce a plan to 
meet the objectives.  Both deadlines came and went without any plan or any 
consequence.

As violations continues the SWRCB decided to address the violations by changing 
the objectives by relaxing them.  To support the changes the SWRCB staff used 
incorrect and irrelevant data to calculate that no problem existed.

The SWRCB has in fact done nothing to protect southern Delta farmers from the 
impacts of the increased salinity due to project operations.  NOTHING. 



DECREASED     
FLOWS





EFFECTS OF 
EXPORT PUMPING









FISH





MODELING









SILT







Amount taken by exports

Incoming tide

Depth of channel

“ORIGINAL” CHANNEL CONDITIONS



Amount taken by exports

Siltation
Incoming tide

Depth of channel

CURRENT CHANNEL CONDITIONS



LOW WATER LEVEL CONSEQUENCES:

Can’t divert from parts of Middle River. 
Wear and tear on pumps.

Pescadero RD sometimes can’t operate 
all or many of its pumps.



SOLUTIONS





     PL 108-361

       MITIGATE IMPACTS

    ADDITIONAL PUMPING   
MEANS ADDITIONAL HARM



QUESTIONS?
      COMPLAINTS?
ARREST WARRANTS?
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